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(57) It is intended that the 'poker machine throughout this 
specification refers to gaming machines generally of the type 
provided by a combined display of indicia on the periphery of 
rotatabie reels . 
Claim 

1. A poker machine having plural rotatabie display 
reels housed within an outer casing, means activated by a play- 
er, for spinning said reels, means for arresting rotation of 
said reels to display combinations of symbols and/or characters 
at a display window, means for paying to the player dividends 
corresponding tc predetermined winning combinations when such 
are displayed, and an arrangement for assigning to the player 
a bonus dividend, said arrangement comprising an additional 
display of symbols and/or characters on said casing and above 
said display window, means for repeatedly indicating by 
sequential illumination of iarrps said symbols and/or characters 
of said additional display, and means for arresting the 
sequence of said sequential illumination and maintaining ill- 
umination of one lamp when one of at least some of said pre- 
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determined winning combinations is displayed, whereby a bonus 
dividend is assxgned to said player if said illuminated lamp 
indicates on said additional display a symbol or character 
having a predetermined relationship to said displayed winning 
combination . 
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This invention relates tc poker machines. It is 

intended that the term "poker machine" throughout this 
specification refers to gaining machines generally of the type 
providing a combined display of indicia on the periphery of 
rotatable reels. Although such machines are frequently re- 
ferred to as poker machines they are also known as gaming, 
fruit and slot machines. 

As it is coraion practice for a large number of these 
machines to he. displayed in a row or in a common area for play 
10 by patrons, frequently, unless close inspection of individual 
machines is made by a prospective player, it is not readily 
discernible as to what dividends and additional bonuses are 
offered by the machine. Invariably, where bonus dividends are 
offered any unusual illuminated display is no L effective until 
the machine is in use and its display reels are spinning. 

It is the main object of this invention tc provide 
on a poker machine a bonus facility, the existence of which 
facility can be readily ascertained before the machine is 
operated. 

20 To this end the invention in one general form pro- 

vides a poker machine having plural rotatable display reels 
housed within an outer casing, means activated by a player for 
spinning said reels, means for arresting rotation of said 
reels to display combinations of symbols and/or characters at 
a display window, means for paying to the player dividends 
corresponding to predetermined winning combinations when such 
are displayed, and an arrangement for assigning to the player 
a bonus dividend, said arrangement comprising an additional 
display of symbols and/or characters on said casing and above 
30 ,.sM-<* display window, means for repeatedly indicating by 



sequential illumination of lamps said symbols and/or character 
of said additional display, and means for arresting the 
sequence of said sequential illumination and maintaining ill- 
umination of one lamp when one of at least some of said pre- 
determined winning combinations is displayed, whereby a bonus 
dividend is assigned to said player if said illuminated lamp 
indicates on said additional display a symbol or character 
having a predetermined relationship to said displayed winning 
combination . 

The invention will be better understood with re- 
ference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective front view of a poker 
machine incorporating the bonus dividend arrangement of this 
invention; and 

Fig. 2 is d block diagrammatic representation of the 
electrical circuity controlling said bonus dividend arrange- 
ment. 

A preferred embodiment of the invention will now be 
described with reference to the drawings in which for exempl- 
ary purposes the bonus dividend arrangement of the invention 
is provided on a four-reel poker machine. In all respects 
the poker machine insofar as display of winning combinations 
of indicia on the four reels is concerned is of conventional 
design. It, therefore, consists of an enclosing casing 3 
rotatably supporting an operating handle 4 connected with in- 
ternal mechanism (not shown) for spinning the reels 5 when 
the handle 4 is activated by a player. The handle 4 is 
freed for activation when a coin cf preselected value has been 
placed in the coin slot 6 cf the machine. The mechanism (not 
shown) also includes conventional breaking means for arrest- 



ing rotation of the reels 5 so that at a windo;-/ 7 at the front 
8 of the casing 4 a display is provided to the player at the 
completion of each operation of a combination of symbols and/ 
or characters fixed on the periphery of the four reels 5. The 
mechanism also includes conventional means for automatically 
paying to the player at a tray 9 dividends corresponding to 
predetermined winning combinations when they are displayed at 
the window 7 . 

The bonus arrangement of the invention consists of a 
further display 10 towards the upper end 11 of the front 8 of 
the casing 3, and above normal eye level of a player and may 
be of any appropriate form whereby individual characters and/ 
or symbols 12 are indicated one at a time by respective illum- 
inated lamps 13 arranged in a rcw above their characters 12 
also in a row. In one form the characters 12 may be etched or 
printed in a row upon a translucent screen 14. As an altern- 
ative to the arrangement shown by Fig. 1 the lamps 13 may be 
behind the screen 14 and respective characters 12 so that the 
latter are illuminated by said lamps 13. The lamps 13 are 
arranged to be illuminated in sequence, although the sequence 
may be haphazard. 

It is a feature of the arrangement that sequential 
illumination of the lamps 13 occurs whenever power is applied 
to the machine whether or not the machine is in play. When a 
predetermined winning combination is displayed in the window 
7 of the machine suitable means serve to arrest the illumin- 
ating sequence and maintain illumination of lamp or lamps 13 
adjacent to one,- or several, of the symbols 12. Thus, if for 
.example a winning ^o^ination of four Jacks is displayed 
.Lin. the window 7 and a Jack is indicated by the illuminated 
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lamp. 13, this signals to player that he is entitled to a 

bonus dividend. This bonus dividend may be paid automa ti calx y 
by the machine cr may be paid by other means. 

Fig. 2 shows a preferred form of circuit for control 
cf sequential illumination of the lamps 13. On switcl.-ng the 
machine en a pulse from a pulse circuit 15 resets a bi-stable 
latch 16 which in turn enables a clock generator 17 and clock 
pulses are fed into a 16-stage counter 18. The outputs Ql to 
Q16 of the counter 18 are switched "ON" and "OFF" in sequence 
by each clock pulse, only one output being "ON" at any time, 
as indicated by Fig. 2A. After output Q16 is switched "ON" 
the counter 18 returns to output "i and repeats* ?:ach "Q" 
output when switched "ON"' illuminates a lamp Ll to L15. These 
lamps I-.l to Lib correspond to the row of lamps 13 of Fig. 1. 
When a mechanism sense device 19 detects the incidence of any 
one of a number of predetermined winning combinations the bi- 
stcbo-e latch 16 is pulsed via "WIN" input. The output from 
tho latch 16 inhibits the clock generator 17 and in turn the 
counter 18 will remain on the last activated "Q" output. So 
that one of the 16 lamps Ll to Ll6 will remain illuminated 
and per-chance may correspond to the winning combination there- 
by indicating a bonus to be paid to the player. The next play 
cycle of the machine will reset the bi-stable latch 16 and 
enable the clock generator 17, th^rsby again pulsing the 16 
stage counter 13. 

The embodiment of Fig. 2 shows j. 16-stege counter 
IS and lamps Ll to L16 driven in sequence. It: will 'oc obvious 
that thta lamps may be connected in a random sequent, and the 
"liunifcer^pf - r Q" outputs of counter IS could be decreased or 
: 3ic£iea'sed to an indefinite number. Zz will also be appraci- 



ated that although many bonus combinations may be provided for, 
it will be usual for a bonus to be paid only if the character 
12 of the bonus display 10 corresponds to the character 12 of 
which four are displayed in the window 7. It will only be or. 
the occasion of a predetermined one of the winning combina- 
tions being displayed in window 7 when the machine ?.s vacated 
that sequential illumination of the lamps 13 does not occur 
for any long period of time. 

When the machine is not in play the sequential lamp 
10 illumination will continue and will attract the attention of 
a prospective player to indicate to him that a bonus facility 
is offered by the machine. To avoid discomfort or distraction 
to the player, or nearby persons, the lamps 13 of the bonus 
display 10 should be sufficiently above normal eye level. 

A preferred embodiment has been described in the 
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foregoing passages but it should be undersrooa tnat otner 



forms and refinements are possible within the scope of this 



Srw?:»?-% invention. 



lib*'' -;«•*.-•* 

It ■ 



mm' 



The claims defining the invention are as follows :- 

1. A poker machine having plural rotatable display 
reels housed within an outer casing, means activated by a play- 
er, for spinning said reels, means for arresting rotation of 
said reels to display combinations of symbols and/or characters 
at a display window, means for paying to th : player dividends 
corresponding to predetermined winning combinations when such 
a-e displayed, and an arrangement for assigning to the player 

a bonus dividend, said arrangement comprising an acid^^jLona^ 
display of symbols and/or characters on said casing and above 
said display window, means for repeatedly indicating hy 
sequential illumination of lamps said symbols and/or characters 
of said additional display, and means for arresting the 
sequence of said sequential illumination and maintaininq ill- 
umination of one lamp when one of at least some of said pre- 
determined winning combinations is displayed, whereby a bonus 
dividend is assigned to said player if said illuminated lamp 
indicates on said additional display a symbol or character 
having a predetermined relationship to said displayed winning 
combination. 

2. A poker machine according to claim 1, wherein 
said additional display includes said symbols and/or 
characters disposed in a row , and said lamps are also dis- 
posed in a row parallel and adjacent to said row of symbols 
and/or characters. 

3. A poker machine according to claim i or 2, 
wherein the symbols and/or characters of said additional dis- 
play are disp^^yed on a translucent screen., and said lamps are 
positioned . hind respective ones of said symbols and/or 
characters . 



4. A poker machine according to any cne of the 
preceding claims, wherein both said repeated indication - - .ns 
and said sequence arresting means are controlled from z. sens- 
ing device providing two individual outputs in response to 
two playing conditions of said poker machine, a first one of 
said conditions being the incidence of one of said winning 
combinations displayed at said display window and a second one 
of said conditions being commencement of play of said machine 
by a patron. 

5. A poker machine according to claim 4, wherein 
the appeara-.oe of said first condition causes said sensing 
device to activate said sequence arresting means, and tiie 
appearance of said second condition causes said sensing de- 
vice to activate said repeated indication means. 

6. A poker machine according to claim 5, vherein 
saia lamps are connected to respective ones of stage-outputs 
of a multi-stage counter and are illuminated upon an output 
signal therefrom, said repeated indication means includes a 
pulse generator feeding the input of said counter, and said 
sequence arresting means includes a latch device which in one 
condition inhibits said pulse generator. 

7. A poker machine according to claim 6, wherein 
said latch device is switched from said one condition thereof 
to another condition as the poker machine changes frcm one of 
its playing conditions to another. 



8. A poker machine substantially as herei 
with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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